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power, broad national power that are
so essential.

As I said earlier, these operations are
posing an excruciating stress and
strain on military forces. The high
operational tempo is really taking its
toll on the troops and on their families.
Since 2002, 1.4 million troops have
served in Iraq or Afghanistan. Nearly
every nondeployed combat brigade in
the Active-Duty Army has reported
that they are not ready to complete
their assigned war mission. These are
the troops who have come back from
Iraq, from Afghanistan. They are not
ready to perform their mission.

We all can remember—I can, at
least—Governor Bush talking up before
a large crowd in his election campaign
and criticizing the Clinton administra-
tion because two divisions, as he said,
were not—if they were asked to report,
they would say: Not ready for duty, sir,
to the President. That pales in com-
parison to the lack of readiness we see
today in our military forces. Nearly 9
out of every 10 Army National Guard
forces that are not in Iraq or Afghani-
stan have less than half of the equip-
ment needed to do their job. Their job
now is to provide support for Governors
in disasters, in problems that are re-
lated to their home States.

As 1 said again and again, military
planners do not see how we can sustain
160,000 troops beyond next April. We
also recognize that our policies of go-
it-alone, our policies of virtually uni-
lateral action are increasingly alien-
ating opinion throughout the world.
Once again, to accomplish anything
significant, to rally diplomatic forces,
to rally all of the forces throughout
the world to help us achieve our end,
you have to start on the basis of at
least understanding and support. We
have seen that deteriorate.

We have seen also the situation
where, because of our concentration in
Iraq, al-Qaida now is resurgent. That is
the conclusion of the National Intel-
ligence Estimate that was talked about
in the press just last week. We are see-
ing a situation where Iran is increasing
its strategic power. One major factor is
the fact that we are tied down with
160,000 troops in Iraq. We are tied down
in a way in which many of the individ-
uals in the Iraqi Government whom we
depend upon to do and take the actions
where it is essential to our success
have close personal and political ties
to the Iranians. They talk to them on
a weekly basis. They take certain di-
rections from them. We are in a situa-
tion where our position in Irag—unwit-
tingly, perhaps—has strengthened the
Iranians. We cannot effectively talk
about another major military oper-
ation when we are having a very dif-
ficult time supplying and supporting
this operation.

We have effectively taken out two of
their traditional opponents in the re-
gion, and most difficult and dangerous
opponent, the Taliban regime in Af-
ghanistan and Saddam Hussein in Iraq.
They now have strategic space. They
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are using it. They are using it to en-
courage Hezbollah and Hamas. They
are using it to try to achieve nuclear
fuel cycles and, on many days we all
feel, perhaps, even a nuclear weapon.
So what we have seen also is that as
these developments take place, the
world’s opinion is rapidly turning
against us.

We are seeing disturbing events in
Pakistan and elsewhere where there is
a concentration of al-Qaida leadership.
I, like so many of my colleagues, was
most disturbed a few weeks ago when
American news broadcasters were
showing films of a graduation cere-
mony of hundreds of individuals some-
where in Pakistan who were leaving to
go off and pursue their jihadist ter-
rorist activities around the world. That
is a frightening but real situation.

As a result, Senator LEVIN and I have
worked with our colleagues and have
proposed an amendment that responds
to these different issues and different
threats and also the reality of the situ-
ation at home and in Iraq. I am pleased
we are supported in our efforts by so
many, including our colleagues, Sen-
ators HAGEL, SMITH, and Senator
SNOWE. This is a bipartisan amend-
ment. It recognizes what the American
people are demanding, a change in di-
rection, and what the status on the
ground and the status of the military
require also, a change in direction. It
calls for protecting U.S. and coalition
forces, continuing our fight against
terrorism, and training Iraqi security
forces to step up and discharge their
responsibilities. It calls for a beginning
of a phased reduction of forces, 120 days
after enactment of the legislation. It
also calls upon us to begin to take up
the issue of real proactive, complimen-
tary diplomatic, and political action
that is so necessary to stability in the
operation.

One of the factors the President
talked about last January, and was al-
luded to by the Secretary of State and
others, was the civilian surge to match
the military surge—a surge in advisers,
technicians, those people who can help
the Iraqis organize their political proc-
esses at the city level, the provincial
level, and their economic processes.
That is not taking place as rapidly as
necessary. We are at a critical mo-
ment, a moment not to delay but to
take appropriate action, a moment to
change the direction in Iraq, not sim-
ply to wait and wait and wait until
events dictate we have to draw down
forces. I hope we can prevail our col-
leagues to support our efforts. I will
have more to say. I believe many of my
colleagues will have much more to say
tomorrow.

I urge passage of the Levin-Reed
amendment.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BILL MOYERS’ EULOGY FOR LADY
BIRD JOHNSON

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we
should all be so fortunate as to live a
worthy life and at the moment of our
passing have a person with the talent
of Bill Moyers memorialize our time on
Earth. On Saturday, Bill Moyers, the
PBS journalist who served as special
assistant to President Lyndon Johnson
from 1963 to 1978, delivered a eulogy at
Lady Bird Johnson’s funeral service
Saturday. He read from a text which I
will now have printed in the RECORD.

I ask unanimous consent that the eu-
logy be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From statesman.com, July 15, 2007]

BILL MOYERS’S EULOGY FOR LADY BIRD
JOHNSON

Bill Moyers, the PBS journalist who served
as special assistant to President Lyndon
Johnson from 1963 to 1967, delivered a eulogy
at Lady Bird Johnson’s funeral service Sat-
urday. He read from this text:

It is unthinkable to me that Lady Bird is
gone.

She was so much a part of the landscape,
so much a part of our lives and our times, so
much a part of our country for so long that
I began to imagine her with us always. Now,
although the fields of purple, orange, and
blue will long evoke her gifts to us, that vi-
brant presence has departed, and we are left
to mourn our loss of her even as we celebrate
her life.

Some people arriving earlier today were
asked, ‘“‘Are you sitting with the family?”’ I
looked around at this throng and said to my-
self, “Everyone here is sitting with the fam-
ily. That’s how she would treat us.” All of
us.

When I arrived in Washington in 1954, to
work in the LBJ mailroom between my soph-
omore and junior years, I didn’t know a sin-
gle person in town—not even the Johnsons,
whom I only met that first week. She soon
recognized the weekends were especially
lonesome for me, and she called one day to
ask me over for Sunday brunch.

I had never even heard of Sunday brunch,
must less been to one; for all I knew, it was
an Episcopalian sacrament. When I arrived
at 30th Place the family was there—the little
girls, Lady Bird and himself. But so were
Richard Russell and Sam Rayburn and J.
Edgar Hoover—didn’t look like Episcopal
priests to me. They were sitting around the
smallish room reading the newspaper—ex-
cept for LBJ, who was on the phone. If this
is their idea of a sacrament, I thought, I'll
just stay a Baptist. But Mrs. Johnson knew
something about the bachelors she had in-
vited there, including the kid fresh up from
her native East Texas. On a Sunday morning
they needed a family, and she had offered us
communion at her table. In a way, it was a
sacrament.

It was also very good politics. She told me
something that summer that would make a
difference in my life. She was shy, and in the
presence of powerful men, she usually kept
her counsel. Sensing that I was shy, too, and
aware I had no experience to enforce any
opinions, she said: Don’t worry. If you are
unsure of what to say, just ask questions,
and I promise you that when they leave, they
will think you were the smartest one in the
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